1817]      DIARY OF JAMES GALLATIN

AUGUST 20

Very little work to do at present.   I had to confess to

father how I had been duped at Ostend.    He said he

hoped it was a lesson to me, but at once handed me five

napoleons.

AUGUST 28: THE HAGUE

A charming surprise. A Baron Constant Rebecque
whose mother was born Gallatin, called to see father.
They have a beautiful place in the country. He invited
us to stop with him. Father cannot leave but accepted
for me. I go there to-morrow.

SEPTEMBER 2

I came back from the R6becque's this morning. It is a,
lovely place. I was sorry it was not the tulip season as
they have many of them. We shot some hares and foxes;
the latter, it seems, do a lot of damage. What would
they say to this in England, where a fox is sacred ?
I must say the Dutch nobility are delightful, so simple and
cordial. I felt at home at once. Madame de Rebecque
was so pleased to see anybody of her name. She said
if father could not spare the time to go and see her she
would go to the Hague to see him. I find all what we
call "hot cakes" in America are of Dutch origin. We
have "waffles" and "griddle cakes" every day for
breakfast. Dutch girls are not pretty. They say they
make good wives. I am not surprised as they cannot
have any other temptations. Two, Mile von Briennen
and Mile Bentinck, all round and fat,

THE HAGUE

Hard work now. It seems they laugh at the idea of an
MemBity, which annoys father very much. He feels
Ms ^mission is quite useless. We will soon go back to
Fins. I am delighted, as it is not gay here.

112ly, but they tell me the people are dirty and that
